
 

 

REPORT TO PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 4 AUGUST 2015 

BOWLS GREEN EDGING 

 

The Bowls Club have asked to have the edges raised around the perimeter of the green.  

I am told that this issue has been raised by the Club in the past both informally and at Rec Users 

meetings and indeed I have seen this in the minutes of a meeting from December 2012. 

I am advised that a common problem with Bowls Greens is that, over the years, foot traffic (bowlers) 

and machinery compact the edge of the green within a foot or so, up to the ditch.  

In addition the application of topdressing causes the level of the green to rise above the level of the 

concrete ditch liners (it is our understanding these were installed some years ago). This means the 

edge is unsupported and consequently a fall develops at the edge of the green.  

This has a detrimental effect on the performance of the surface, as if the Jack (small white ball, 

which acts as a target for the bowlers) is within a foot or so of the edge, it is almost impossible for a 

bowler to place a wood close to the jack as it will roll off the edge and into the ditch.  

It has been suggested to put a wooden board or similar obstruction in the ditch but this is against 

the rules of the game. 

I am advised by the club that complaints have been received from other teams about the condition 

of the edges this season, and that this may cause the club to be disallowed from participating in the 

league they play in if it is not rectified (most sport leagues impose minimum requirements for 

playing surfaces). 

It is suggested to either engage a contractor to carry out the required work, or to do the work in 

house over the autumn/winter.   

The bowls club have been in touch with two outside specialists who have estimated potential costs 

between £6,000 and £9,000.  

Before I approach any contractors formally for quotations for this work, I am looking for some 

feedback from the council as to  

(a) whether this is work that the Parish Council wishes to see undertaken 

(b) whether the Parish Council would be willing to spend s106 funds on this project 

Naturally attempts would also be made to secure outside funding. 

 

Elizabeth Jones 

Parish Clerk 

28 July 2015 

 


